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Frequently Asked Questions on Photo Shoots

1) What is a photo shoot? A photo shoot is an opportunity to photograph the original Nevada Northern Railway equipment as it was during the day.  Our photo shoots have the original equipment operating on their original rails and in their original context, such as ore trains, passenger trains, the Steam Crane, Snow Equipment, and the Outfit Car.  On a photo shoot, we load up at the station, head a few miles down the track and then everyone unloads. The train moves back, comes ahead, stops and the cycle is repeated two or three times. Then the train moves forward picks everyone up and we move down the tracks to the next photo opportunity. During the weekend we switch locomotives and train sets.

2) Do I have to get off at every photo stop? No, if you elect not to get off at a particular photo location, you’re welcome to stay on the train. But you will need to stay on the train until the next photo location.

3) Must I have a ticket to watch?  The grounds, buildings, yard, and the entire right-of-way will be for the exclusive use of those who have tickets for the event.   Everyone will need a ticket, whether you are watching or taking pictures.  The railroad is a non-profit foundation.  The photo shoots are an important fund raiser for the museum. 

4) Can I buy a ticket for one day? No, you must purchase a ticket for the full event.

5) What is included in the price? Two and a half days of some of the most outstanding rail photography opportunities in North America. Also, we have a continental breakfast and a hot lunch for participants on both Saturday and Sunday. Transportation to Ely, lodging and others meals are on your own. 

6) What is the schedule? We start Friday at 1:00 pm. Friday is also the day of the night photo shoot. Saturday and Sunday we start about 7:00 am and quit about 4:30 pm. The exact schedule for your weekend that includes which line we go out on, and when, is given to all participants Friday afternoon.  It will be based on up-to-then minute weather and equipment positioning.  

7) Where are we going? The railroad has three branches, the mainline, the Hi-Line and Keystone about 28 miles of track. We will be out on all three branches.

8) Are there restrooms? There are restrooms at the depot, at the Master Mechanic’s Office and sometimes on the train. Please plan according!

9) Where is Ely? Ely is located in east central Nevada, equal distance from either Salt Lake City or Las Vegas, either city is 240 miles away. Reno is 350 miles away, Boise 387 miles, Phoenix, San Francisco and Los Angles are all about 550 miles away. There are no interstate highways, but very good, well-maintained two-lane roads.   Nevada does a great job keeping the roads open.

10) What’s the best way to get to Ely? If you’re flying, choose Las Vegas over Salt Lake City. Our weather pattern is west to east. If a storm moves in, chances are, if you fly in Las Vegas, you will only have snowy roads for 50-100 miles. If you fly into Salt Lake City, you’ll have snowy roads for 240 miles with lake effort snow as an extra bonus. But coming from Las Vegas you might only have 50-100 miles of snow. For more travel information see our web page at https://nnry.com/things-to-do-on-the-way-to-ely/

11) Any special things I should know? Ely is at 6,500 feet above sea level and very dry, pace yourself and drink plenty of water. Our air is thinner and our UV rays are more intense. Yes, you can get a very nasty sun burn in February. 

12) What’s the weather like? The weather can range from clear blue skies to blizzard conditions. The temperature can vary from 60 degrees above to -20 degrees below zero. Dress in layers! The days can be quite warm but as the sun goes down, so does the temperature! There can be a 50-degree difference between day and night. 

13) What type of physical shape do I need to be in? Most of us spend way too much time at a desk, so you will be in good company, regardless. There will be a lot of walking and standing. You must be able to climb into the railcars. Sometimes there is a three-foot drop from the last step to the ground. We may need to climb up and down hills to get the best shots.  We will be walking through sagebrush, snow, ice, mud and occasionally dry ground. Wear waterproof hiking boots and gaiters for deep snow.

14) Can I ask for smoke from the locomotive? You can ask, but we do not do anything special to have the locomotives smoke. To cause the locomotive to smoke, means the fireman needs to over fire which is bad for the locomotive. We also do not apply brakes on the cars to have the locomotive drag the cars working the locomotive. Obviously, this very bad for the equipment. 

15) What are my lodging options like? Ely has over a century of experience providing lodging to visitors to the high desert.  The community has a couple of chain motels and plenty of independent hotels and motels. Click the link to see the list: https://elynevada.net/lodging/

16) Are rental cars available in Ely? No, nor do we have Uber.

17) Can I bring my drone and selfie stick? You can bring them, but you will not be able to use them. The railroad is a drone free zone. Please keep your drone and selfie stick in your car or motel room.

18) R2D3 the Cat. The railroad’s mascot R2D3. He lives in the engine house. He is semi-feral. DO NOT PICK HIM UP or attempt to pose him. 

19) Can I sell my pictures for commercial purposes? To do so you will need a license from the Nevada Northern Railway Foundation. Why do you need a license? The Foundation has to protect its trademarks and copyrights on its logo, locomotives, cars, grounds, R2D3, etc. For example, if you went to Disneyland, took a picture of Mickey Mouse, then printed postcards to sell, that is not a permissible use of the image of Mickey Mouse. The same holds true here.

20) [bookmark: _GoBack]How much does a license cost? It depends on how you want to monetize your images. Each case is different. Please contact, Mark Bassett at president@nnry.com for details.  
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